Allbrook Parish Council
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 07394 063916

Notes of the Allbrook Meadow Working Group
held on Tuesday 24 January 2023 at 8.15 pm
in the Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, Eastleigh SO50 4LQ

Councillors Present: D Betts, L Crosher, R Daniels, P Handley-Garland, N Palmer & P
Wilkinson

Residents Present: Mark Housby (Lead), Nigel Baker, Sarah Eggleston Charlotte Stansbury,
Sara Tschersich & Mark Ward

Apologies: Clir G Smith & Sam Massey

Officer in attendance: C Gosling (Clerk)

12.  Notes of meeting held on 22 November 2022

The notes of the last meeting were accepted.

13. Site Layout

It was agreed that the ideas collated over the past couple of meetings would ensure that the site

would benefit from Biodiversity which included a mix of recreational facilities that would blend
in with the meadow.

There was a clear opportunity to link up with the Community Farm at Highbridge with regard
to ‘rewilding’ of trees and shrubs.

It was discussed whether there could be areas identified for certain habitats i.e. ‘reptile area’. It
was noted that grass snakes were seen on the meadow.

14. Other matters

It was identified that the site was adjacent to two SINC fields. Members had noted there was a
note to vacate to the tenant on one of the fields. A discussion was held whether the Parish
Council could lease the fields from the landowner. However, the long-term implications on the
budget had to be considered.

The Clerk was asked to contact the owner to enquire what the intentions were for the land as
a neighbouring site to the Meadow.

It was suggested whether a volunteer group could be formed to help with clearance of some of
the overgrown brambles. It was agreed that this should be carried out after the nesting season.
A further suggestion was made for families to get involved in counting butterflies or identifying
birds.
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Mark Housby had been in contact with the HIOWT to carry out a Biodiversity Survey of the
meadow as it had been 7 years since the last survey had been completed. He offered to obtain
a quotation and the Clerk would forward it to EBC to see if it could be funded from the
Developer’s Contribution.

I5. Date of next meeting

The date of the next meeting will be on 28 March 2023 at the close of the Parish Council
meeting.



