Allbrook Parish Council
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 07394 063916

Notes of the Allbrook Meadow Working Group
held on Tuesday 26 March 2024 at 8.15 pm
in the Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, Eastleigh SO50 4LQ

Councillors Present: D Betts, L Crosher, R Daniels, P Handley-Garland & N Palmer

Residents Present: Mark Housby (Lead), Sarah Eggleston, Sam Massey, Charlotte Stansbury &
Mark Ward

Apologies: Sara Tschersich

Officer in attendance: C Gosling (Clerk)

l. Notes of meeting held on 28 November 2023
The notes of the last meeting were accepted.

2. Deputy Lead

Mark Housby explained the reasons for having a deputy lead for the working group. Following
a discussion, it was thought that Sara Tschersich would be an ideal person to take on this role.

3. Community Survey

Sara Eggleston published the results of the Community Survey. 92 people responded with their
preferences and suggestions on the future of the meadow.

Results listed in popularity:

I. Mown walks: for biodiversity, the meadow grass is left to grow tall at some times of the
year, mown walks make it easier to walk between the tall sections

2. Wildlife: managed habitat to actively encourage bats, bees, birds, hedgehogs, and reptiles
3. Benches and seating

4. Natural play equipment, in keeping with the meadow

5. Pond: helps to support a wider range of plants and animals

6. Information boards: information about local wildlife, biodiversity, and how we maintain the
meadow

7. Orchard: community fruit trees, visitors are welcome to eat and take the crop home for
personal use

8. Trees and hedgerows: a few ornamental trees and hedges to break up the space

9. Kickabout area: flatter section for informal games.

The results of the survey to be published in the next edition of the newsletter.

All agreed that a wildlife survey would be beneficial to monitor birds/butterflies/insects etc. The
next Big Butterfly Count is due to take place between |2 July & 4 August 2024. During this
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event, people are encouraged to observe and record the number and types of butterflies they
see in sunny spots. Date to be arranged to make this an event on the meadow.

4. Transfer of Allbrook Meadow

The Parish Council is still waiting for the draft Head of Terms to proceed with the transfer.

5. Other matters

The fence near the Lynch Gate was broken and repaired by a local resident.

The Clerk was thanked for her attendance at the working group meetings. Recruitment of a
new Clerk was in hand. In the meantime, the group was asked to co-ordinate future meetings
via email copying the Chair of the Council.

6. Date of next meeting

To be arranged.



