Allbrook Parish Council
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 07394 063916

Notes of the Allbrook Meadow Working Group
held on Tuesday 26 September 2023 at 8.15 pm
in the Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, Eastleigh SO50 4LQ

Councillors Present: D Betts, P Handley-Garland, N Palmer, G Smith & P Wilkinson

Residents Present: Mark Housby (Lead), Nigel Baker, Sarah Eggleston, Sam Massey & Sara
Tschersich

Apologies: Clirs L Crosher, R Daniels & K O’Neill, Charlotte Stansbury.
Officer in attendance: C Gosling (Clerk)

l. Notes of meeting held on 25 July 2023

The notes of the last meeting were accepted.

2. Biodiversity Survey

Mark outlined the recommendations from the recent Biodiversity Study carried out by the
HIOWWT. The report identified that there was probably a good seed bank of wildflowers
within the soil. These would flourish with a twice-yearly mowing regime. There were further
recommendations such as planting of bulbs, erection of bird boxes, logs, pond and compost
heap. Regular mowing was needed to keep the grass path network.

There was little information about the siting of the informal kick about area and community
orchard. ClIr Palmer asked that the Late Queen’s canopy of seven oak trees to be included in
the meadow scheme.

3. Community Survey

Mark had collated some of the suggestions made by the group and incorporating some of the
recommendations of the Biodiversity Study.

It was agreed that Mark will email some suggestions to the group by email. Once the
questionnaire had been formulated, this will be published in the Parish Newsletter and on the
Council’s website.

4. Transfer of Allbrook Meadow

The Clerk had received some costings on the management of the meadow. All maintenance
costs were currently being taken from developer’s contributions. This was around £6.5k a year.
The Parish Council will incorporate this amount in the budget for 2024//25 leaving the
remaining contributions to enhance the site (approx. £53k).
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5. Other matters

Discussion took place on the future cost of maintaining the site, creating a ‘friends of group’,
and whether the community payback team could assist with the grass cutting.

The Clerk was asked to email EBC to cut the grass and for them to strim around the benches.
6. Date of next meeting

28 November 2023.



