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Councillors Present: D Betts, L Crosher, R Daniels, P Handley-Garland, K O’Neill, N Palmer 
(Chair), & P Wilkinson  
 
Apologies: G Smith  
 
Officer in attendance: R Mason (Clerk) 
 
Public in attendance: 27 residents   
 
1  WELCOME 
 
The Chair opened the meeting by making introductions and thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting. 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 23 APRIL 2024 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 April 2024 were noted. 
 
4  PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
The Chair outlined the Council’s activities for the year: 
 

● A new Parish Clerk started in May 2024 
● Grant allocations- Mela, Neighbourhood Watch, Itchen Navigation Trust & Victim 

Support  
● Continued to support maintenance of St. Matthew’s churchyard. 
● Activity on allotments.  A new allotment Officer starts on 1 May 2025. Move towards 

eco equipment. Residents take priority on the waiting list. A table has been put outside 
of Broomhill where plot holders leave spare produce for residents to take FOC. 

● Allbrook River Garden. This now has an archway funded by public art funds (CIL) 
received from EBC. The large chestnut tree that is subject to a TPO has been trimmed, 
with the crown lifted as approved by EBC Tree officer. The shelter has been demolished; 
a picnic bench will be put on the base. The work on the pathway is due to start on 19 
May. New hedge has been planted by EBC 

● Recreation Ground was taken over by APC in January 2025. Regular cuts will now take 
place totalling 16 during 2025 and the playground maintained. It is proposed to join with 
the scouts to redevelop the hall/church and make a community centre with offices for 
the parish council. 
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● Allbrook Meadow was taken over by the council in December 2024. Work has now 
started on the 10-year eco plan. A contractor has been employed to maintain the area. 
Outdoor exercise equipment will be in place for the summer. The scrub will be removed 
later in the year. 

● The Parish Council joined Otterbourne Parish Council and hosted D-Day 80 
● Four flower towers were placed around the Parish.  These have been well received by 

residents. 
● Annual litter pick took place in March.  15 people came to help pick up litter around the 

Parish. Fewer people than last year but the weather was unpredictable on that date. Still 
a significant number of bags were collected. Many thanks to those involved.  

● 3 dog poop stations will be installed this year at the main dog walk locations, so no 
excuse for failure to pick it up.  

● On the financial front it was explained that now we have taken over the 3 main areas 
funds will be used to bring these up to standard and maintain with several projects 
underway. The council has to keep enough in reserves to run the council for 6 months 
with no income. This is based on 50% of the precept. This is a legal requirement.  

● With devolution coming up APC will be taking on more assets from EBC. This required to 
increase the precept that had been agreed. Originally the precept had been decreased 
but after discussion took place with EBC we were advised to consider increasing the 
precept to cover the changes coming up this financial year. 

● Concern was mentioned about the speeding along Boyatt Lane. The council had 
approached HCC originally to make it a quiet lane but it did not meet the required 
criteria. It does not qualify as a 20-mph zone as it is not residential area. The council 
supported a campaign to get this reduced but it had not been agreed by HCC. It is noted 
that this is a speeding area 
 

5 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The Financial Report for the year end 2024/25 was noted. 
The Clerk advised where residents can find all of the information on the new user-friendly 
website.  
 
6  LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 
Reports were received from:  
 

● 14th Eastleigh Scouts (Scouts HQ, Allbrook Hill) 
● 15th Chandlers Ford/Otterbourne/Allbrook Scouts (Boyatt Lane) 
● Itchen Navigation Preservation Trust 
● OACS Founded in 2024 

OACS started with the Climate Cafe 27/1/24 to promote renewable energy opportunities and 
reduce waste through recycling and reuse. 
Initially set up as sub-groups of both APC and OPC, with £500 initial funding available from each 
but to give greater flexibility in arranging events it is changing to a community charitable group 
with its own constitution, officers and banking arrangements, drawing membership from 
anyone who lives or works in either parish. 
Actions to date –  

● Otterbourne Summer Festival 23/6/24, demonstration of solar power to run a train set. 
● Future Energy Workshop 4/2/25, general discussions led by representatives from 

Energise South Downs. 
● Next Otterbourne Summer Festival 13/7/25  
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7 PARISHIONERS’ QUESTIONS 
 

● A resident suggested a volunteer group to clear the growth from road signs and clean 
them. This would need consideration on safety grounds with the close proximity of 
traffic. 

● A resident raised that the flyer from EBC re the Community Governance Review had not 
been received. They had been received in Boyatt Wood – UPDATE these have now been 
received. 

● A Resident asked if there were any updates on the no 61 bus service. There have been 
no new updates since the deadline was extended until September 2025 
 

8  CLOSING ADDRESS 
 
Cllr O’Neil expressed her thanks for a good turnout to the annual meeting  
 
The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting.   
 
The next meeting of the Council is on 27 May.  The meeting closed at 20.26 hrs  
 


