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Parish  
NEWS
Allbrook Parish News

Dear Residents, 
It is a very busy time for Allbrook Parish 
Council. The transfer of assets from Eastleigh 
Borough Council, that were requested in 
2018, was finally completed in January and 
the PC now owns the meadow and the 
recreation ground. Improved maintenance 
schedules have begun and new facilities will 
be installed.

Also in January the PC was informed 
that, due to the reorganisation of local 
government and the forthcoming demise of 
EBC, we could apply to have any assets of the 
Borough transferred to the PC. What would 
we like to take on? Councillors have spent 
much time investigating what assets we could 
take on and deciding what we should. 

Then in February came the request for a 
Community Governance Review to decide if 
Allbrook and Boyatt Wood parishes should 
merge with Eastleigh Town Council. The 
consultation ended at midnight on Sunday 
25th May and the Parish Council hopes 
that residents will have given it the thumbs 
down and Allbrook should remain as a 
separate council. Staying independent does 
not prevent APC from working with and 
supporting neighbouring councils when it is 
beneficial to do so. Now is not the time to 
give control of Allbrook’s assets to the town. 

Parish Council 
meeting dates

Parish Council meetings  
are held monthly on 

Tuesdays at 7pm in the  
Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane. 

Please check our website 
for the latest information  
in case of any change at 

short notice.

For information on  
local planning applications,  

or to find useful links  
visit our website:

www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk

The next Parish Council 
meetings dates are:

Tues 24 June
Tues 22 July

(No meeting in August)
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WHAT’S ON
Sat 31st May	 Scouts’ Jumble Sale,  
2pm	 Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane

Fri 6th June	 ‘Another Night at the Musicals’   
7.30pm	 Otterbourne Village Hall

Sat 7th June  	 as above 
2.30pm and 7.30 pm	

Sat 14th June	 Open Garden 
2pm to 5pm  	 5 Oakfields, SO50 4RP

Sun 15th June	 as above

Sat 5th July	 St. Peter’s Summer Fayre, Boyatt Wood

Sun 13th July	 Otterbourne Summer Festival, Oakwood Rec

Sun 20th July 	 AWCA  Mela,  
11am to 5pm  	 Leigh Road Rec.

Fri 8th August	 VJ Day Parish Photo 
7pm	 The Meadow, Pitmore Road

Fri 19th Sept	 Murder Mystery Evening, Otterbourne Village Hall

Sat 20th Sept	 as above

Organising a local event? Tell us about it to promote it in our newsletter!
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk

Recreation ground play area path
The path to the small children’s play area by the 
Scout HQ on Allbrook Hill had become unsafe and 
although it was reported to the Borough it was not 
repaired. The PC now owns the recreation ground 
and not only has the path been repaired to a high 
standard but the cause of the damage has been 
identified and fixed. A blocked drain was causing 
flooding, which had eroded the surface. The drains 
have been cleared and a modification planned to try 
to prevent it happening again.
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National Garden Scheme 
Open Day
Contributed by Martin Ward

Come along for a wonderful experience 
on 14th and 15th June when the 
wonderful garden at 5 Oakfields, 
Allbrook will be open once more.

The event is in support of Eastleigh 
Rotary and their ongoing support for 
the Charity “End Polio Now” that 
does magnificent work internationally 
in eradicating a disease we in the UK 
lost contact with decades ago, but 
still causes severe disabilities in many 
countries.

Tea, coffee, soft drinks and some great 
home-made cakes will be available at 
nominal prices. Super home-grown 
plants will also be offered for sale.

All proceeds will go to the End Polio Now effort. Local parking is available at the venue.

14th Eastleigh Scouts Community 
Garden
Over the past months the community garden 
alongside the Scout HQ on Allbrook Hill has had a 
makeover. Led by Scout leaders Arthur and Zara 
and using many recycled materials the space has 
been tidied up and made safe for the groups to use. 
There is seating and a place for a campfire with a 
tripod above it for hanging cooking pots or a griddle. 
The youngsters have already enjoyed toasting 
marshmallows on the fire. The garden was formally 
opened on 16th March by the High Sheriff in a small 
ceremony also attended by the Mayor and the Chair of 
APC. Do pop in and take a look at the results of their 
hard work.

Parking
The 4 parking spaces 
by the bungalows on 
Allbrook Hill are being 
transferred to Vivid. 
When this has been 
completed the spaces 
will be for the exclusive 
use of the residents of 
the bungalows and signs 
will go up. Completion 
will be announced on 
the PC website and 
Facebook page.
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Welcome to the adventure with 15th Chandler’s Ford 
Scout Group
Contributed by Susan Deeks, Group Leader 

Our Group has had an amazing start to 
the year with Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts 
sharpening their skills in preparation for 
outdoor adventures. 

Our Beavers had a blast earning their 
Experiment badge: writing with invisible 
ink and having fun with Oobleck. For St 
David’s Day they planted daffodil bulbs 
as part of their Gardening badge. They 
held a ‘Museum’ evening showing off 
their collections and answering loads of 
questions about them. They have learnt 
some cool new campfire songs at their 
indoor campfire.

Some Beavers had their first sleepover 

and loved it! They learned how to 
put up tents, tie knots, and picked up 
some basic first aid skills. We’ve also 
welcomed our newest Beavers, who 
made their promise and officially joined 
the Group. We’re super excited to have 
them on board and can’t wait for all the 
new adventures!

Our Cubs are eager to make the most 
of their outdoor meetings, with a 
variety of exciting activities lined up. 
One highlight will be a hike where they’ll 
put their newly acquired navigation skills 
to the test, using their map-reading 
and compass expertise in a real-world 
setting. They can’t wait to bring their 
learning to life!

Before Easter, you may have spotted 
the Cubs out and about, enthusiastically 
taking part in a litter pick. They 
thoroughly enjoyed tidying up the area 
and had great fun seeing who could 
collect the most litter!

Our Scouts have been focusing on how 
to keep themselves healthy! They’ve 
been tracking their fitness progress 
by doing circuits and recording their 
improvements weekly! They had a blast 
over at Bannister Park Bowling Club, 
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where they gave lawn bowls a shot. Big 
shoutout to the Club for the awesome 
pointers and support!

There are several camps planned for the 
summer and the scouts are excited to 
take part. Not only having fun they will 
be building friendships, discovering life 
lessons and making memories that will 
stay with them forever

Congratulations!

Two Cubs have completed their Chief 
Scout Silver Award. This is the highest 
award a Cub can earn. The Award 
shows that they’ve tried new things, 
been part of a team, and stuck it out, 
even when the going got tough. It’s been 
wonderful to see them grow and enjoy 
their time in Cubs!

At our last Trustee meeting, Malcolm 
Young from Arrow District awarded 
Lucy and Rich their 5-year service 
awards. They’ve been amazing 
supporters of the Group, and this 
recognition is totally well-deserved.

Interested in joining us?
If you have any questions about getting 
involved, please do get in touch! We 
would be more than happy to speak 
to you and see how you can fit into 
our team. Just email Susan, our Lead 
Volunteer at gsl@15thcfscouts.com

Jumble Sale
Our last jumble sale raised just over 
£500 towards the running of the group 
and maintaining the scout hut. Our next 
one is on 31st May and donations may 
be dropped off in the preceding week. 

Please support it.



No 61 bus – important survey
The number 61 bus, which many residents from Allbrook, 
Colden Common and Twyford rely on, is due to be 
withdrawn in September when funding from Hampshire 
County Council runs out. Colden Common Parish Council 
has met with officers from HCC who have agreed to “look” 
at some kind of bus service to Eastleigh although this is not 
likely be a service between Winchester and Eastleigh.

The first stage is to assess demand, and they have produced a 
survey for distribution. The results go straight back to HCC. The closing day is 16th 
June 2025. Use the QR code or find the link on the Allbrook Parish Council website.
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This year’s event on Otterbourne 
Common was the fourth organised 
in collaboration with Otterbourne 
Parish Council and once again we 
were blessed with fine, dry weather, 
if a little chilly as the evening wore 
on. There was a good attendance of 
all ages and they enjoyed the playing 
of the Spitfires Scout band, fresh 
from Windsor Castle, followed by 
singing from Otterbourne Choir. 
The fish and chip van, ice-cream van 
and the Otter’s hot chocolate stand 
were busy. The Royal British Legion 
attended and raised over £300 for 
the aid of ex-service personnel from 
the sale of pin badges and donations. 

Climax of the evening was the 
lighting of the beacon. This was done 
by Councillor Jan Warwick who 
is Hampshire County Councillor 
for Otterbourne and who is 
instrumental in gaining grants from 
HCC to help fund these events. She 
was accompanied by members of 
the RBL and their standard bearer. 
The beacon caught light quickly and 
soon provided some much needed 
warmth. 

VE Day 80 commemoration
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APC and OPC would like to thank: 
the Otter for hosting the portaloos in 
the carpark; Brendoncare and Bright 
Horizons Nursery for allowing the use 
of their parking; Chris Broyd for the 
drone footage; and finally a big thank 
you to everyone who attended and took 
their rubbish home. There really was 
very little to be picked the next day.

Annual Litter Pick
The parish litter pick took place on  
22nd March as part of the Keep Britain 
Tidy campaign. The weather was cool 
but the rain held off for the participants. 
Numbers were slightly down on 
previous years but plenty of bags were 
filled. These were collected by the 
Borough. The PC would like to thank 
those residents who did their bit to keep 
Allbrook clean and tidy.



The Spitfires
Contributed by Greg Walker, Principal 
Director of Music

The 14th Eastleigh Scout & Guide 
Band, “The Spitfires”, based at the 
Scout Hut on Allbrook Hill, recently 
had the honour of representing the 
Scout Association at the Scouts’ Day 
of Celebration and Achievement at 
Windsor Castle on Sunday 27th April.

The national event, which is one of 
the most high-profile Scouting events, 
celebrates the achievements of the King 
and Queen’s Scouts, the highest award 
in Scouting, and other award holders. 
High-profile guests included the Duke 
of Kent, Scouting Ambassador and 
Olympian Helen Glover, and the Chief 
Scout, Presenter Dwayne Fields. 

The band performed an entertaining 
marching display on the Quadrangle 
at Windsor Castle, with music ranging 
from traditional marches to pop tunes, 
under the direction of their Principal 

Director of Music, Greg Walker. Having 
spent the previous few months working 
hard to learn the display, all efforts paid 
off and the band put on a great show for 
the crowd. 

After the display, the King and Queen’s 
Scouts were reviewed by the attending 
dignitaries, during which the band 
performed background music alongside 
The Band of the Coldstream Guards. 
The review ended with a parade of all 
award holders, lead by The Spitfires, 
down to St George’s Chapel where a 
short service was held.

The day was a brilliant experience for 
all in the band, with many of the young 
members (ranging from age 11 upwards 
on the day) saying that it was a definite 
highlight of their time with the band.

For more information on the band, 
visit their website - www.14thspitfires.
co.uk or follow the band on Facebook/
Instagram – @14thspitfires. 
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Itchen Navigation 
Preservation Trust
Contributed by Kieran Gillingham

What an excellent turnout 
of volunteers we had on 12th 
April. Well done and thank you 
everyone!. We did an emergency 
repair to the breach above 
Allbrook  using funds from an 
Allbrook Parish Council Grant. 
The footpath surface still needs 
raising and levelling and I will be 
contacting HCC for assistance/
funding on this as it is their duty to 
maintain the footpath.

With the help of volunteers our 
charity, the Itchen Navigation 
Preservation Trust, are doing our 
best to protect the important 
marginal vegetation and footpath along the Navigation, this then helps protect the 
river and the wildlife that calls it home. These repairs also allow walkers to access 
this wonderful place.

You can donate to our charity on the link below to help us continue this type of 
work. https://www.justgiving.com/inptcharity

Allotments Update
The PC now has a new Allotment 
Officer to help with the 
administration and running of the 
allotment sites. We welcome Niki 
Smith who is already known to many 

of the plot holders as she is local and 
an experienced allotmenteer having 
had a plot at Broomhill for some time. 

The contact e-mail remains the same: 
allotments@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
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AC Delco Bowmen
AC Delco Bowmen is a friendly, all-
inclusive, archery club with a diverse 
membership. Based just outside the 
parish at Highbridge Farm, the club  
enjoys exclusive access to a large 
field where members can shoot at 
any time, seven days a week. Easy 
parking is nearby, and there are full 
toilet facilities.

The club covers all the main forms 
of the sport – recurve, compound, 
barebow, and longbow – and has an 
excellent team of nationally qualified 
coaches. 

The club holds Have A Go At 
Archery mornings which are free/
by donation events for local families 
and individuals. Refreshments are 
available. Keep an eye on social media 
and the notice boards for details.

Annual Meeting of the Parish
Parish and town councils have a 
statutory duty to hold an annual 
meeting.The intention is to inform 
residents of the work of the council but 
also promote other groups in the area. 
Allbrook’s annual meeting was held 
on 22nd April and was attended by 27 
residents, the Parish Councillors and the 
Clerk. 

After enjoying the cheese and wine 
refreshments the Chair gave a brief 
rundown of the PC’s activities and 
achievements over the past year. She 
also answered previously submitted 
queries regarding the considerable 
reserves the PC holds and the need to 
increase the precept. The Clerk then 
gave an account of the finances followed 
by local organisations. 

Cllr Handley-Garland spoke about 
OACS which was set up as a joint 
project supported by Allbrook and 

Otterbourne Parish Councils to 
encourage positive action to combat 
climate change. This group is now 
becoming a Company of Community 
Interest which will free it from the 
restrictions of being a PC working 
group. 

Ian Cole spoke about the 14th Scouts 
and Susan Deeks about the 15th 
Scouts. Both groups would be delighted 
to welcome new volunteers to help 
with the running of the Squirrels, 
Cubs, Beavers and Squirrels. There 
are children waiting to join but more 
helpers are needed.

Andy Roberts then gave a presentation 
about the Itchen Navigation 
Preservation Trust and its work to 
maintain the river and former towpath. 

Finally everyone finished off the 
refreshments whilst chatting informally 
to Councillors.
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Airport Consultative Committee
Cllr. Betts attended the Airport Consultative 
Committee meeting on 7th February. Many 
aspects of the Airport’s operations were 
explored and senior management questioned.

The airport has a new owner: Avialliance, a 
Canadian Pension provider.

Passenger numbers are still below a 
financially sustainable level at 863,000 for 
2024. The airport is still loss making with a 
£1.76 deficit for 2024, but a return to profit 
in 2026-27 is forecast.

The airport is investing in a state-of-the-
art security screening system based on 3D 
technology. Enhanced facilities at check-in 
areas and terminal expansion are underway.

The airport authority is committed to 
being a good neighbour and sponsors many 
community support initiatives including 
the Itchen Navigation Preservation Trust. 
Airport staff in take part in Community 
Engagement with visits to local events. 

Noise complaints remain low. There were  
29 in the last qtr. of 2024. The home 
insulation scheme is being finalised.

Accessibility – the airport gains excellent 
grades in the services provided to disabled 
passengers both in departures and arrivals.

Navigator Quarter – The Freeport 
development planning is proceeding and a 
Planning Application to Eastleigh Borough 
Council is due early this year.

Full details regarding the airport and latest 
news may be accessed through the website 
www.southamptonairport.com

Bouquets and Brickbats
The Parish Council would like to 
thank those residents who do that 
little bit extra, without being asked, 
to make Allbrook a better place.

•	�The litter pickers who help to 
keep the place clean.

•	�The removers of graffiti.
•	�The planters of flowers in odd 

corners
•	�The distributors of surplus 

vegetables from their gardens  
and allotments

•	�The mowers of verges/areas that 
the Borough misses.

•	�The seasonal decorators of ugly 
concrete bollards.

•	�The lady who cleaned the bus 
stop.

•	�The volunteers who run local 
groups: Scouts, Guides, INPT.

•	�The putters up, and takers down,  
of poppies.

Sadly there are also some residents 
whose behaviour falls short of 
neighbourly.

Parking on the pavement at the 
bottom of Allbrook Hill prevents 
both pedestrians and mobility 
scooter riders from passing. 

Fly tipping. It may just be garden 
waste that will eventually rot down 
but it’s still a crime, looks bad and 
encourages others.

Aggressive behaviour and shouting 
at PC staff going about their work. 
This will not be tolerated.
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