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Allbrook Parish Council - Allotment Site Risk Assessment      
 

Risk Persons at Risk H/M/L Description Control Measures 

Machinery Tenant  M Operating machinery carries a medium level of risk unless 
the appropriate safety equipment is worn and operated 
correctly.  Injury to hands, feet and face need to be 
guarded against. 

Instructions for the use of the 
machinery is provided.  It is a 
requirement of the tenant that the 
recommended safety equipment is 
worn whilst operating the machinery. 

 Other tenants and visitors L Strimmer and mowing machines in use can cause injuries 
by flying objects (stones etc). 

It is up to the operator to take care and 
ensure area is clear of debris. 

 Children H Exposure to machinery in use. All children must be supervised by the 
tenant.  Young children present on a 
plot, ensure they are a safe distance 
from the area machinery is being used.  
Children are not permitted to operate 
machinery. 

Weed killers and 
pesticides 

Tenant  
 
 
 
 
 

L 
 
 
 
 

If chemicals are not used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions 

All containers/sprayers etc should be 
rinsed or disposed in accordance with 
manufacturers’ instructions.  All 
chemicals should be stored securely 
and be clearly identifiable.  Troughs 
must not be used to rinse sprays or 
containers. 

 Children M Exposure to chemicals. It is a responsibility of the tenant to 
ensure that chemicals are stored safely 
and children are not at risk from 
exposure. 
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Garden tools and 
equipment 

Tenants, visitors and 
children 

L 
 
 
 

Injuries to hands and feet if equipment not used correctly. 
 

Appropriate gloves and footwear 
should be worn.  Care should be taken 
that equipment and tools are not left 
on paths where they could be a trip 
hazard or easily be picked up by a child. 
Tenants must supervise children using 
garden tools. 

Overhanging 
branches 

All L 
 

Branches can cause injury. Tenants to keep branches trimmed 
back to the edge of the plot.  Any 
overhanging branches on paths must be 
reported to the site reps or Parish 
Council.  

Trip hazards All L Poorly maintained paths and entrances can present a 
hazard.   

It is the tenant’s responsibility to 
maintain their paths and assist in the 
maintenance of the common paths.  

Water Children L Ponds and water butts and troughs can be a hazard to 
young children 

Children must be supervised by an 
adult at all times.  Troughs must not be 
used to rinse sprays, containers, 
equipment and tools. 

Hoses All L Risk of Legionnaires Disease from warm water left in 
hosepipe. 
Trip hazard if left strewn across pathways. 

It is difficult to eliminate all risk; 
tenants are encouraged to read the 
guidelines provided on the noticeboard 
and communal shed. 
Tenants to ensure that hoses are tidied 
away after use. 

Bonfires All M There is an inherent danger of a bonfire spreading if 
unattended. 

The tenant must conform to the rules 
covering bonfires.  Means of 
extinguishing a fire should be at hand. 
Bonfires are not permitted at Lincoln’s 
Rise Allotments. 

Stakes and poles 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
 
 
 
 
 

Stakes and poles placed near paths can cause injury. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tenants to ensure that all stakes and 
poles are kept away from paths to 
prevent trips and falls. 
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Rats All L Rats can carry disease.  Waste left on site. Tenants are encouraged to keep 
compost in a container. 
There are rats present at the site.  
There is a pest control contract in place 
with a local contractor. 

Vehicles All M Access to plots by vehicle There is a car park provided at 
Broomhill for tenants to use.  There is 
pedestrian access only at Lincoln’s Rise. 

Lone Working All L If a tenant or visitor were to be incapacitated there may be 
an occasion where they may not be discovered for some 
time. 

All visitors and tenants must inform a 
family member or friend of 
whereabouts and if possible, carry a 
mobile device.  In an emergency dial 
999. 

Animals All L Animals loose on allotment site causing harm. All animals must be contained in 
appropriate cage.  In the case of dogs, 
they must be kept on lead and faeces 
must be removed by the tenant. 

Vacant plots All M Poor state of allotment, overgrown, surface unknown Vacant plots should be accessed with 
care.  Remedial work will be discussed 
with the Site Reps prior to the new 
tenant taking possession. 

Sheds and 
structures 

All L Collapse and disrepair of sheds and structures. Must be maintained in a safe condition.  
If damaged or derelict, the structure 
must be removed safely. 

Greenhouses All L Breakage of greenhouse glass causing cuts and grazes. Broken glass must be removed from the 
site. 

Toilets All L Lack of hygiene and cleaning causing infection Tenants must clean the toilet area after 
each use and use the relevant cleaning 
materials provided to keep the toilet 
free from bacteria. 

Security All M To prevent trespass on to the site (Broomhill) Gates and pedestrian entrances must 
be closed and locked at all times apart 
from entering and exiting allotments. 
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Boundary fencing 
and hedge to site 

All L To ensure that the site is kept secure and no danger from 
perimeter fencing or hedging. 

The allotment committee to check the 
perimeter monthly on the inspection of 
the site. 

Covid-19/Avian flu All L To adhere to the Government guidelines to prevent the 
spread of the Covid-19 virus/Avian flu. 

Follow advice given and take 
preventative action 

 
This document has been completed in consultation with the Allotment Officer and Site Representatives.  Approved by the Council on 24 June 2025 - RM 


