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Minutes of the Full Council meeting 

held on Tuesday 22nd July at 19.00hrs 

in the Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, Eastleigh SO50 4LQ 
 

 
Councillors Present: D. Betts, P Wilkinson, P. Handley-Garland, N. Palmer (Vice Chair),  

G. Smith, K. O'Neill & L. Crosher (Chair). 

 

Apologies: Cllr. Daniels 

 
Officers in attendance: R. Mason (Clerk).  

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 

 

 Three members of the public in attendance. 

 

Members did raise questions with reference to the gym & playground and were advised 

this would be addressed during the meeting. 

 

A display board with pictures and diagrams relating to matters discussed was available for 

perusal and attendees were encouraged to use the materials for reference during the 

meeting. See picture appendix 1(a) 

 

1/07/25  NOTE APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE. 

 

       Cllr. Daniels. 

Proposed: Cllr. Betts. 

Seconded: Cllr. O’Neil. 

All voted in favour 

 

2/07/25  RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATION 

REQUESTS. 

 

  None received 

 

3/07/25  APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24TH JUNE 

2025.  

 

  Cllr Handley- Garland wanted it noted that he did not “Object” to point 12/06/25. 

Allotment Increases He “Proposed” 
 

Proposed: Cllr. Handley-Garland 

Seconded: Cllr Smith 

Allbrook Parish Council 
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk 

Telephone: 07394 063916 
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All voted in favour. 

 

 

 

 

4/07/25  RECEIVE THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT AND APPROVE 

PAYMENTS. 

 

Owing to discussion on several financial arrangements upcoming in the agenda and 

contained with the payments for approval the chair moved this section to be discussed 

after agenda Item 14/06/25. 

 

The Responsible Finance Officer tabled a summary of the finance report for June and 

payments for July; 
18 Payments were made totalling £9,336.45 

Account Funds as of 30th June 2025 stood at £189,382.90 

 

Proposed: Cllr. Handley-Garland 

Seconded: Cllr Betts 

All in favour. 

 

8/07/25  RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY 

COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS CONCERNING THE PARISH. 

  

  None received. 

 

  An open letter has been sent by the Clerk, on behalf of the council to Cllr. House 

EBC, Cllr Adams-King HCC. Copied to Allbrook local borough councillors, Cllr Park, 

Cllr, Beer & Cllr. Reynolds. 

 

  The letter expresses concern at the lack of input into the APC council meetings 

  Letter sent is appendix 1(b) attached at the foot of these minutes.  

 

9/07/25  VOTE AND AWARD CONTRACT FOR RIVER GARDEN WALK. 

 

After discussion the contractor appointed was DA Groundworks. Work is now due 

to start on 3rd September 2025. 

 

Proposed: Cllr. O’Neil. 

Seconded: Cllr Wilkinson. 

All voted in favour. 

 

10/07/25 VOTE AND AWARD CONTRACT FOR WILLOW TREE POLLARDING. 

 
The height of the pollarding was discussed as some concerns had been raised by a 

resident. This was discussed along with concerns and complaints from other residents. 

The decision was to pollard back to the height on the plans for the site which is 

1.9mtrs. Once completed there will be a five-year maintenance plan put into place. 

After discussion, the contractor appointed was One Two Tree. Work is now due to 

start early September 2025.  

 

Proposed: Cllr. Palmer 
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Seconded: Cllr Betts. 

All in favour 

 

11/07/25 VOTE AND AWARD CONTRACT FOR NEW CHILDREN’S PLAY 

AREA AT ALLBROOK MEADOW.  

 

  It has been proposed to add a wooden clamber frame for the children adjacent to the 

outdoor gym. For the time being the current play equipment will remain in place but 

is coming to the end of its life. Once it has reached this time it will be removed and 

not replaced. It was requested that when removed a swing is added to the play area 

adjacent to the gym, as it was popular. This will be considered at the time. 

 

  A request was received that the area have a fence put around it. Legally this is not a 

requirement as there are no moving parts and would be very expensive so the decision 
was taken not to fence the area in. 

After discussion the contractor appointed was Specialist playground services Work is 

now due to start early September 2025. 

 

Proposed: Cllr. O’Neil. 

Seconded: Cllr Wilkinson. 

All voted in favour. 

 

12/07/25 VOTE AND APPROVE LOCATION OF ALLBROOK MEADOW GYM 

EQUIPMENT, CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA & BENCH SEAT. 

 

  The area proposed was cut back to see if the ground was suitable to the left as you 

enter the meadow see appendix 1(c) at the end of these minutes. These works also 

reinstated access to the community orchard. 

 

  Communications were received raising concern over the cutting back of this area 

during the bird nesting season. To advise that the contractor used is a qualified 

professional and is well aware of legislative requirement as it forms part of his work. 

In addition, three councillor’s and the clerk took part in observation. On the day all 

were present to oversee the cutback. It was taken at a gentle pace to enable any other 

resident to move home if needed. only one vole was spotted and he was given time 

to pack his bags and move home.  

 

  Both contractors are happy with the ground conditions; the move and installation will 

take place over the next couple of months. 

 

  A bench seat will be put at the front of the concrete pad currently in place and will 

replace the previous bench that was vandalised. The positioning of the bench is as 

previously sited. Orientation was discussed and voted on in the meeting. 

 
After discussion the area was approved work is now due to start in the coming weeks. 

 

Proposed: Cllr. Wilkinson. 

Seconded: Cllr. Smith 

All voted in favour. 

 

13/07/25 VOTE AND APPROVE LOCATION OF NOTICE BOARD AT 

ALLBROOK MEADOW. 
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  An additional notice board will be put into place at the entrance of the meadow to 

help improve communication for those that do not access the internet. This will sit to 

the left of the entrance against the bramble bushes. Location was discussed and voted 

on in the meeting. 

 

  This will be installed in the coming weeks, subject to delivery owing to it being bespoke 

with the council’s name at the top 

 

Proposed: Cllr. Palmer. 

Seconded: Cllr. Betts. 

All voted in favour. 

 

 
14/07/25 VOTE AND APPROVE LOCATIONS FOR DOG POOP STATIONS. 

 

  The locations were agreed for the dog poop stations to be installed. One will be at 

the Meadow, one at the River Garden and one at the Playground on Allbrook Hill. 

These should be in place in the next couple of weeks. Bags are supplied free of charge 

by APC. Location was discussed and voted on in the meeting. 

 

  Proposed: Cllr. Crosher. 

Seconded: Cllr. Palmer. 

All voted in favour. 

 

15/07/25 REVIEW OF ALLBROOK MEADOW WORKING GROUP. 

 

It has taken APC 7 years to achieve ownership of the meadow. In that period there 

has been a lot of hard work and graft by the AMWG to get it to where it is now. This 

has included surveys and physical work. The council cannot thank the members 

enough. In the early days there was a lot of enthusiasm for the group. However, this 

has dropped off considerably in recent times. On some occasions only one person has 

turned up to the meetings. The original Terms of Reference (ToR) were only set up 

for one year and should have been reviewed a couple of years ago. It is thought that 

now in light of the drop off in members and that it is now in APC ownership the future 

of the group in its current format should be reviewed. 

 

It is therefore proposed to replace the working group with a “Friends of Allbrook 

Meadow” we will be gauging interest over the coming weeks to see if this is a viable 

alternative. It will require less time on the in individuals to assist in the upkeep and 

way forward, with their input being greatly valued. 

 

Special thanks go out to Sara for all her hard work stepping in to take over at short 

notice. Her knowledge has been invaluable with starting the setup of the mowing of 
the meadow. Her knowledge and assistance with advising on this going forward would 

be appreciated so we can keep this on course.  

 

Some concerns were raised by Cllr Betts during the discussion based on the long-

term history of the area. He advised he would abstain from the vote 

 

Proposed: Cllr. O’Neil. 

Seconded: Cllr Wilkinson. 
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Six voted in favour. One abstention (Cllr. Betts). 

 

16/07/25 UPDATE ON ASSETS TRANSFER FROM EBC. 

 

  This is progressing. Heads of Terms (HoT) have been received form EBC 

 

17/07/25 CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

  Duly noted. 

 

18/07/25 UPDATE ON NO 61-BUS ROUTE. 

 

Stagecoach have offered to run a limited service of this route with the possibility of 

financial input from the councils involved on the route. Also being discussed is running 
the bus to Marwell Zoo to help secure financial input from them, along with both 

Eastleigh and Winchester. Once details are known, Including the exact amount being 

requested council will convene to discuss at an extraordinary meeting if required.  

 

19/07/25 DETERMINE THE PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND NOTE 

DECISIONS MADE ON PLANNING MATTERS. 

 

  Two received with no objections raised. Full details are in the EBC Planning portal 

 

20/07/25 Note the date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 23rd September 2025 at 

19.00hrs. 

 

  NOTE: There is no meeting in August. 

 

 

This was all the business, and the meeting closed at 20.35hrs 

 

 

Signed ………………………………….  Chairman 

 

Appendix 1(a) 
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Appendix 1(b)  

          
             
             
             
    
 
24th July 2025 
 
Councillor Keith House 
Leader of Eastleigh Borough Council 
 
Councillor Nick Adams-King 
Leader Hampshire County Council 
 
Cc’d: Councillor Park, Councillor Beer, Councillor Reynolds & Allbrook Parish Councillors 
 
Dear Councillors House and Adams-King,  
 

Allbrook Parish Council 

 

c/o 8, Ash Drive, 

West End, 

Southampton. 

SO30 3FA 

 

Mobile: 07394 063916 

clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk 

 

Clerk to the Parish Council: 

Robin Mason 
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Concerns over the lack of Regular Engagement with Borough and County Councillors for 
Allbrook Parish Council 
 
Allbrook Parish Council would like to express their desire for increased engagement and 
collaboration with our Borough and County Councillors. This is especially important at the current 
time, especially with the current move towards devolution and the setting up of a combined 
council between Boyatt Wood, who are our immediate neighbours, and Eastleigh Town Council.  
 
As a small parish council, we recognise the importance of working closely with our elected 
councillors and neighbours so that we can deliver on best practices and interests for our 
residents. 
We always invite our local councillors to attend our monthly council meetings, or in absentia to 
forward a report that can be relayed to the councillors and residents. This a standing item on the 
agenda, however any attendance has been infrequent, in the last year we have only received 1 
visit from a councillor for Eastleigh and a total of 3 reports. Each month I add to the minutes 
“None Received”. This does nothing to enhance the relationship between the local residents and 
our borough and county elected councillors. This may well be why the result of the recent survey 
to include Allbrook into Eastleigh Town Council was a resounding rejection. 
 
Therefore, we respectfully request the establishment of a more consistent approach to our 
request for engagement from our elected councillors with more attendances and a report if they 
are unable to attend. We accept that Council meetings at times do conflict, however if a more 
robust system were to be put into place it most certainly would improve relationships and 
facilitate joint problem solving on issues affecting our community.  
 
I thank you for taking time to consider this request made by myself, on behalf of Allbrook Parish 
Council. I look forward to a positive response from you. We hope that we can then improve the 
relationships between councils and the community at large. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

R J. Mason 

 

Robin Mason 

Clerk to the Parish Council  
 

Appendix 1(c) 
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