o Allbrook Parish Council
A Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk
Telephone: 07394 063916

Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
held on Tuesday 24*" March 2026 at 7.30 pm
in the Scout Hut, Boyatt Lane, Eastleigh SO50 4LQ

Councillors Present: D Betts, L Crosher (Chair), R Daniels, P Handley-Garland, N Palmer, &
P Wilkinson.

Apologies: G Smith & K O’Neill

Officer in attendance: R Mason (Clerk) & P Baston (Allotment Officer).
Public in attendance: 21 residents.

1 WELCOME

e Good evening, residents and councillors. Thank you to those who attended our earlier
Parish Council meeting. While that was a meeting held in public to conduct monthly
council business, this is the Annual Meeting of the Parish. It is your opportunity as
residents to gather, hear what has happened over the past year, and ask questions.

¢ While all are welcome to attend, please note that only residents currently on the electoral
roll for Allbrook are entitled to speak and vote on matters raised this evening.

e As we approach the local elections in May, please bear in mind that this meeting is
intended to review the council’s work over the last year. While we are happy to answer
your questions, we cannot commit any future council to specific actions or policies.
Matters relating to the period after the May election will be for the incoming set of
councillors to determine.

2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 23" APRIL 2025

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 2025 were noted.
4 PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The Chair outlined the Council’s activities for the year:

e Aspart of this meeting, it is my privilege as Chair to present the Annual Report for Allbrook
Parish Council.

e This past year has been defined by a significant expansion of the Council’s responsibilities.
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We have moved from simply overseeing our area to actively acquiring and transforming
the land and services that matter most to our community.

Our focus has remained steadfast: improving the quality of our local environment while
ensuring every penny of our budget is spent with care and precision.

LAND TRANSFERS & MAINTENANCE

Following the successful asset transfers of Allorook Meadow in December 2024 and the
Allbrook Hill Recreation Ground in January 2025, this past year has been our first full
period of local stewardship. By taking control of these sites, we have been able to spend
the last twelve months significantly raising the standards of maintenance across both
areas.

We have implemented a regular cutting regime and cleared extensive bramble growth to
reclaim the space for residents. And in doing so regained access to the community
Orchard on Allbrook Meadow for residents to enjoy.

This proactive approach extends to our footpaths; | am pleased to report that the River
Garden Footpath works are complete along with the demolition of the dilapidated brick
shelter and the space has been transformed into the community garden we can all enjoy
for many years to come.

We have also repaired the footpath at the Allbrook Hill recreation ground to ensure safe,
year-round access.

Looking ahead, our recent takeover of the open areas at Rookwood Close, Pitmore
Road/Boyatt Lane, and Allbrook Knoll on 16" March enables us to manage these spaces
directly. This was a vital move to ensure local oversight before Eastleigh Borough and
Hampshire County Councils are replaced by a Unitary authority next year.

By securing these assets now, we ensure they remain under Allbrook’ s care and meet the
high maintenance standards our residents expect.

ALLBROOK MEADOW: A HUB FOR ALL AGES.

Allbrook Meadow has seen a wonderful transformation this year.
We have installed new adult gym equipment alongside a new children’s clamber frame.

We have also replaced the bench seating to provide a comfortable place for residents to
rest.

Our stewardship also has an ecological focus, and our thanks go out to the Allbrook
Meadow Working Group which was disbanded this year for their hard work in preparing
for this transfer.

We have carefully cut back the willow trees to allow native species room to grow and have
introduced rotated mowing cuts.

This allows for 'wilding' to take place, supporting our local biodiversity while keeping the
area accessible.

To keep our Meadow clean, we have also installed three new dog poop stations across
the parish.



COMMUNITY SAFETY & ALLOTMENTS.

Safety and communication have been high on our agenda.

We have seen the successful launch of the Neighbourhood Watch in Pitmore Road.
| would like to extend our thanks to Jane Small for her leadership there.

To support this, we have established regular community meetings with the Police.

There have been some logistical challenges in getting the Police to the correct location in
a timely manner, but it is early days and we have been pleased with their response to our
constructive feedback.

Plans are now in place for the return of Speed Indicator Devices following the end of the
service previously provided by Eastleigh Borough Council.

We have agreed on a new supplier and locations; pending the approval of permits, these
will be deployed shortly to begin collecting vital speed data.

At the Broomhill Allotments, we have completed improvement works to the entrance.

Furthermore, to protect our finances, the Council has successfully sourced much cheaper
utility suppliers for the allotments.

This diligent 'housekeeping' ensures we are getting the best possible value for our
parishioners.

FUTURE LEGACY: THE COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Finally, we are looking toward the long-term future of our Parish.

The consultation stages for the Community Centre and Scout extension—which had been
held up by the delayed asset transfers—are now well under way.

An architect has been appointed, and we are currently navigating tree work and planning
consultations.

We are proud to be handing this project over to the incoming Council (who will be
installed in May) in a strong position.

To keep you all informed, we have also installed a new noticeboard at Allbrook Meadow
and have new mobile display boards to show key information when required at our
council meetings.

I will now hand over to our Clerk, Robin Mason who will present the STATEMENT OF THE
PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS



5 FINANCIAL REPORTS

The Clerk was unable to provide final year-end figures as the accounts had not yet closed. This is
because of the election being held this year and the meeting a month earlier than normal. He
did give a YTD figure.

The full accounts will be published in the finance section on the website once the year end has
been completed. www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk

He did report that the council was in good standing for the year ahead. and the council had not
exceeded its annual budget for 2025/26.

6 LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from:

e 14t Eastleigh Scouts (Scouts HQ, Allbrook Hill).
e 15% Chandlers Ford/Otterbourne/Allbrook Scouts (Boyatt Lane).
e |tchen Navigation Preservation Trust.

Both Scout groups are looking for volunteers to work with them.

7 PARISHIONERS’ QUESTIONS

i.  The police community meeting was mentioned with the next meeting on Thursday 16%™
April at the scout hall.

a. It was mentioned could an alternative time be looked at to allow residents
working to be able to attend. This will be discussed with the police.

ii. A resident requested that the road signs be cleaned. The clerk advised this had been
reported to highways and encouraged the resident to report as well. The more reports
received would add weight to the case. Residents were encouraged to use the website
www.fixmystreet.com to report issues.

a. Theclerk advised the resident must not try and clean roadside signs by themselves,
as previously suggested. This is a dangerous practice; there is no insurance cover
and cannot be sanctioned by the council. Residents’ frustrations on this are fully
appreciated.

iii. The speeding cameras were raised with as previously advised EBC no longer provide this
service and a private company has been identified. These should be back in place in the
coming months.

iv.  Building plans were mentioned at the back of Pitmore more road but this is still in very
early concept stages and will be discussed further as the proposal progresses.

v. Thanks were passed to council for the re-location of the gym equipment on Allbrook
Meadow.



http://www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/

CLOSING ADDRESS

In closing, this has been a year of tangible progress. As we reach the end of this council
term, it has been a real privilege to be part of such a productive and active year for the
parish.

The local elections in May will see a new council elected. If you are interested in becoming
a councillor, please do not hesitate to ask any of us about our experiences this evening.

Whilst it is a voluntary role, it is extremely rewarding. Being a councillor gives you a unique
opportunity to influence the decisions that affect our village, from local planning and
green spaces to community events and safety. You don’t need to be an expert in local
government to stand; you simply need a passion for Allbrook and a desire to make a
difference.

We are always looking for new voices and fresh perspectives, so please consider if this is
a role you could take on in the future to help shape our community.

As this is the final Annual Meeting of the Parish for this current council term and we are
not quite yet in the pre-election period, | would like to take a moment to express my
sincere thanks to all my fellow councillors.

We have worked hard together over the last four years, and | want to particularly
acknowledge those who have decided not to stand for re-election this May. Whether
retiring from the council or moving on to new challenges, your dedication and the
hundreds of hours you have given to Allbrook on a purely voluntary basis have made a
real difference to our community.

To those who are standing for re-election, | wish you the best of luck. And to those of us
moving on, thank you for your service and your support.

From large-scale land transfers to the small details like utility bills, your Council has
worked hard to make Allbrook a cleaner, safer, and more vibrant place to live.

Thank you to the councillors, our clerk, and the volunteers who make this work possible.

Our next meeting is on the 28th of April. As this falls within the pre-election period, it will be
a brief, 15-minute session focused solely on essential financial payments. There will be no
public discussion.

Following the elections, our Annual Council Meeting (AGM) will be held on the 21st of May.
This meeting is a statutory requirement to be held within 14 days of the new council taking
office; it will focus on the 'Installation' of councillors, internal reorganisation, and legal
compliance for the year ahead.

Usual council business will resume in June. Meetings are typically held on the 4th Tuesday of
the month, but please do check our website or the local noticeboards for any updates. Thank
you all for attending this evening.

Meeting closed at 20.26hrs.



