Allbrook Parish News

Dear Residents,

By the time you receive this newsletter the
elections will be over and Allbrook Parish
Council will have some new members. ‘What
election?” you may ask. As only 7 people put
themselves forward for the 8 seats they were
elected unopposed with no need for a ballot.
Councillors Crosher, O’Neil and Palmer have
now left the council and your new councillors

are ClIr. Shelagh Lee and CllIr. Paul Carcone.

There is one vacant seat which may be filled by
co-option — if there are any willing volunteers.

Over the past few years several residents have

declared on social media that they would stand
for election but have failed to step forward

when the time came.

Would you like to join the Parish Council?

Allbrook PC is not involved in party politics. 5 of
the 7 are Independents and they all want to do
their best for Allbrook. Surely there is one more
resident out there who would join them for

what promises to be an exciting 4 years.

Anticipation is rising ahead of the unveiling
of the architect’s plans for Allbrook’s long
awaited community building — due in June.
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Parish Council
meeting dates

Parish Council meetings
are usually held monthly
on Tuesdays at 7pm
in the Scout Hut,
Boyatt Lane. Please
check our website for
the latest information
in case of any change
at short notice.

The next Parish Council
meetings dates are:

Thurs 21 May (AGM)
(note this is a Thursday)

Tues 23 June
Tues 21 July

For information on
local planning
applications,

or to find useful links
visit our website:
www.allbrook-pc.gov.uk
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WHAT’S ON

Sat 6th June

Sat 16th May May Fayre Otterbourne School
12 noon
Fri 5th June OTC summer show

Another Night at the Musicals
(Matinee & evening performances)

Sat 6th June
3.30pm -5.30pm

Bridgerton Garden Party
Brendoncare Otterbourne Hill

Sat |3th June

Open Garden

Sun l4th 5 Oakfields,
2pm -5pm Allbrook, SO50 4RP
Sat | Ith July EGNA Mela
Highbridge Farm
Sun 19th July AWCA Mela
Leigh Road Rec.
Fri 18th Sept OTC Murder mystery
Sat 18th Sept
Sat 3rd Oct Jumble Sale
2pm Scout Hut Boyatt Lane

Organising a local event? Tell us about it to promote it in our newsletter!
Email: clerk@allbrook-pc.gov.uk

Annual Meeting of the Parish: report

There was a good turn out for the Annual Meeting of the Parish held in March. Extra
chairs had to be brought out of storage. Whether it was due to residents taking an
interest in the parish or to the cheese and wine on offer - who can tell?

After the Chair had given a summary of the PC’s activities for the past year and the
Clerk had summarised the accounts representatives from both scout groups gave
talks on their respective groups. This was followed by Keiran Gillingham from the
Itchen Navigation Preservation Trust talking about the river and the INPT’s activities.

He was able to answer many questions from residents.




Bus update

the loss of the 61 service.

SO2I IUU.

and Instagram.

The Back our Buses campaign is run by local volunteers, supported by local
politicians and community figures. It is also supported by local businesses, whose
staff may be affected by the loss of local public transport.

The aim is to take a community-led approach to raise awareness of the changes to
local bus services and their impact. More than that, we want to find solutions to

If you are affected by the axing of the 61 bus, please write a few words to say
how you are affected. For example, what do you now need help to do? Can you
no longer access the hospital, doctor, dentist, railway station or shops? Address
it to BOB and drop it through the letter box of 88 Allbrook Hill or post it to
BOB, Colden Common Community Centre, St Vigor Way, Colden Common,

There is also a website where you can leave your testimonials about the impact
of the changes: backourbuses.wixsite.com/backourbuses. It has links to Facebook

Police surgeries

After it was discovered that Allbrook
residents were attending the
Community Police Meetings in Boyatt
Wood it was agreed to provide a similar
service in Allbrook. The first meeting in

February did not go to plan as the police

seemed unaware that there are two
scout groups, with separate buildings, in
Allbrook. They went to the wrong one.

The second meeting held on 16th April
was attended by a Police Constable and
a Police Community Support Officer.
Residents were able to raise a number
of issues and useful information was
exchanged with clarification of some
points. The next surgery will be in June.

Meadow
entrance

It was noted
during the litter
pick that the
entrance gate
to the meadow,
alongside the
lych gate, was
not secure.
One of the gate
posts was no
longer securely
in the ground.

The PC is aware of the possible
incursion by ‘unwanted guests’ and the
gatepost has now been replaced and the
fence made good.



Brendoncare
Contributed by Leeanne Broyd

We have just completed our
new sensory garden here at
Otterbourne Hill. The plants
were finally planted on 30th
April and we are all very
excited to be able to use it
as it has been an ongoing
project since November.

To celebrate, we are holding
a Bridgerton themed garden
party as a fundraising event
and are hoping to raise
enough funds to enable

us to take a coach full of
residents to the IOW for the
day in September this year.
Unfortunately, tickets are
only currently available to
residents and their friends
and families as we have to be
mindful of space but closer
to the time, this could be
something we open to the
general public too.

We are also hoping to do an
abseil down the Spinnaker
Tower to also help raise
funds for the same outing.
This will be June/July time
but still awaiting to confirm
the date. Currently we have
5 members of staff that are
willing to do it.
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Garden Party

Dear Gentle Reader

The pleasure of your presence is
required at our RegencyThemed Garden Party

on

Saturday 6" Fune 2026

3:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Kindly grace us in your most elegant attive and
prepave yourself for the most anticipated event of the season

which will include:

String Quartet

Hampshire Regency Dancers
(with audience participation)

High Tea

£10 per person, card payments only
Please book at reception

New land acquisitions

The transfers have been completed and the
Parish Council now owns the land at Lincoln’s
Rise, the Allbrook Knoll play area and the land
alongside Chartwell Close. These areas now
have maintenance contracts in place and the
frequency of grass cutting and strimming has

been increased.




EGNA Mela at
Highbridge
Farm

The Eastleigh Gurkha
and Nepalese
Association are holding a Mela at
Highbridge Farm on Saturday |lth July.
This will be a multicultural day of food,
music and entertainment. A smaller
version of the AWCA event held each
summer in Eastleigh but more accessible
to Allbrook. The PC has given a small
grant to assist with the running costs so
do please support this event.

Charity No : 1152693
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Litter pick

The Parish Council Is grateful to the
residents who turned out for the annual
litter pick on 2Ist March —a lovely

dry and sunny morning. There were
fewer adults this year but numbers were
more than made up by the Scouts and
Squirrels from the 14th Eastleigh group
based on Allbrook Hill.

Every year strange objects are found
and this year was no exception. Why
would a model seahorse be found on
Pitmore Road?

Allotment News

Open Day

: On l4th and 15th June

. the wonderful garden

: at 5 Oakfields, Allbrook
: will be open once more.
: This 1/3 acre garden is

: full of interesting and unusual plants,

: with predominantly woodland beds and
: rambling roses cascading from birch

. trees. Two interconnected ponds with
rockery and a cascade accommodate

. moisture loving plants. The woodland

. areas are planted with camellias,

. hydrangeas, and azaleas, underplanted

. with a wide range of shade loving,

¢ unusual plants and ferns.

National Garden Scheme

The garden is open between 14:00 and

17:00. Admission is £5 for adults and

free for accompanied children. Cash
: or card on the day or prebook via the

National Garden Scheme website

Tea, coffee, soft drinks and some great
 home-made cakes will be available.

. Super home-grown plants will also be

. offered for sale.

All proceeds will go to the Rotary

International End Polio Now effort.

© Local parking is available.

Peter Baston has taken over from Niki Smith as Allotments
Officer. Contact remains via email: allotments@allbrook-pc.gov.
uk. There are currently a small number of empty plots and it is
not too late to begin cultivating and growing this season. Details
are on the PC website and apply to Peter as above.
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Putting the ‘out’ in Scouting!
Contributed by Susan Deeks

This Summer promises to be full
of adventure for our young people,
offering countless opportunities

to get outdoors and explore. Our
gatherings at Cranbury Park will
see us lighting fires, cooking meals,
honing our camping skills, and
discovering the wonders of wildlife
and the natural world, all while
enjoying plenty of laughter and fun!

Look out for us out and about -
playing games on the common or
doing our litter picks in the village!

The Beavers recently explored
Hocombe Mead in search of bugs

and other fascinating creatures, while
the Cubs tested their paddling skills

at Lakeside, with many experiencing
kayaking for the very first time. The
Scouts have ventured into the local
woods and taken on the challenge of
climbing at the Golden Gekko Climbing
Centre in Romsey, reaching new heights
and building confidence.

A group of adventurous Scouts is
preparing for a once-in-a-lifetime
journey to Sweden for an international
jamboree, and the Cubs are eagerly
looking forward to their camping trip in
the New Forest!

Members of our group also took part
in Arrow District’s St George’s Day
Parade, held in Eastleigh, culminating
with all sections renewing their
promises around the bandstand. The
sun shone and it was quite a sight with
all the colourful flags on display!

Could you help shape the future?

Our Group are looking for some
helping hands, so if you're keen to make
a real difference in your community,
volunteering as a trustee could be a
fantastic opportunity.

Our trustees work behind the scenes,
lending their expertise in administration,
strategic planning, organisation, and
fostering improvements for our

Scouts. Whether your background is

in business, education, finance, or any
other field, your contribution will be
valued.

Volunteering as a trustee is flexible
and only requires a few hours every
couple of months. It’s a brilliant way

to give back without sacrificing your
personal or professional commitments.
If you're interested in helping inspire
the next generation, please email
gsl@|5thcfscouts.com for an informal
chat — we’d love to hear from you.
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A small nod to
Allbroolk’s history

More observant residents may have
noticed the small blue plaque that has
been installed on Allbrook Farmhouse
at the bottom of Allbrook Hill. It
commemorates Mary Beale and the
time she spent living and working there
during the Great Plague.

Mary Beale (1633—-1699) was an English
painter who specialised in portrait
painting. She was one of a small group
of female professional artists working in
London. Mary became the main financial
provider for her family through her

business partner acting as both manager
and assistant. He even mixed her paints.
During the Great Plague of London
Mary and her family moved to Allbrook
where she continued to paint, in her
studio in the farmhouse. They later
returned to London.

“ANOTHER NIGHT AT THE

NUSIGALS

Otterbourne Theatre
: Company

© Otterbourne Theatre Company is
thrilled to present another vibrant

© night of musical magic, featuring

. beloved songs and dances from famous
. musicals, performed with energy, lots
. of fun and love.

Shows are on:
Friday 5th June (evening) and
Saturday 6th June (matinee & evening).

: Seating is around cozy tables, perfect
for sharing the fun with friends and the

© bar will be open, so you can raise a glass
© to a great night out. Don’t miss this

. feel-good celebration of local talent.

Please note that strobe lighting may be
¢ used during this show.

. Tickets cost £12.

Book your seats now by calling

: 07544 581331 or visiting w

i www.ticketsource.com/ovh/yes-its-
professional work. Her husband was her :

another-night-at-the-musicals/e-yzzjd|




\\\ANOTHER NIGHT AT THE

NUUSMS

Presented by Otterbourne Theatre Company

Friday 5th &
Saturday 6th
June 2026




